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Urban Forestry Subcommittee Work Session 

Meeting Summary 

June 16, 2014 
 

Subcommittee Members Present:  Jim Buck, Vice Chair  
 Greg Bettis  
 Richard Byers 
 Delwayne Rassi    
 
Staff Present: Tina Osterink, David Berniker  
 
Guests:  Phil Wich, Alice Duff, Jay  
 

 
1. Chair Call to Order  

Vice-Chair buck called the meeting to order at 4:35 p.m. followed by introductions 
between UFS members and new Urban Design and Planning Director, David 
Berniker.  
 
2. Vice-Chair Updates     

Phil Wich’s official appointment to the UFS will take place on June 24th at the 
3:00 p.m. City Council meeting in Council Chambers. A revised and updated UFS 
Roster was distributed.  
 
3. Minutes     

Greg Bettis moved to approve the minutes from April 21, 2014 as presented, Richard 
Byers seconded the motion. The motion was approved, 4–0.  
 
4. Public Comment   

Alice Duff with the Historic Resources Subcommittee informed the UFS about 
several large old trees (cedar and walnut) that may be removed as part of an 
upcoming subdivision development located off 282nd and Lusted Road. Ms. Duff 
also described an old farmhouse structure that may be removed. Tina will pass 
her information along a to a Development Planner so she can learn how the tree 
code removal rules would apply to potential tree removal on this property. The 
UFS informed Ms. Duff that their group plays an advisory role at the City and is 
not a decision making body.  
 

5. General Updates  

Tina informed the group that seven contractors have made a bid on removal of 
the leaning Walnut tree at Gradin Sports Park. Parks will choose a contractor to 
remove and salvage the tree in the next two weeks.  
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Jim Buck and Tina discussed their recent meeting with Portland Parks to learn 
more about their No Ivy League efforts. Tina will introduce Jim to the City’s 
Neighborhood and Community Engagement Manager planning the Fall Citywide 
volunteer event to coordinate adding an ivy removal in Gresham as part of the 
event. Jim also discussed involving groups such as SOLVE and neighborhood 
associations in this effort. He is looking into how potential grant money may be 
available from the East Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District to fund 
an ongoing ivy removal effort in Gresham.  
 
Jim Buck then shared several photos of the restoration efforts at Gresham’s 
Japanese Garden, which he has volunteered time on.  
 
Greg shared that he recently called in a code compliance complaint regarding 
eight topped trees at Del Taco. The group then looked at eight replacement 
trees on the same property as a result of enforcement action.  
 
6. Tree Code Project  

Tina shared that she has completed stakeholder outreach on the preferred 
approach and then gained UFS input on the revised preferred approach. Overall, 
the UFS members were in support of the revised changes. One UFS member 
asked staff to consider adding an additional criteria to the list of non-health 
reasons to remove required trees on Commercial, etc. lots if they are not listed in 
the new Recommended Tree List.  
 

7. New Business  

Greg mentioned adding a memorial plaque to Glenna’s Arboretum tree and 
Councilor McCormick will remind Councilor Palmero about the conversation Greg 
had with him about this at the Spring Arbor Day event.  
 
Del had a question about tree removal during construction and if the applicant 
should be required to comply with the rules when they were given incorrect 
permitting information prior to submitting a permit. Without knowing the extent 
of the details, Tina could not provide an informed answer other than pointing out 
that reorganizing the Tree Code section would include a subsection on rules for 
tree removal during construction, making it easier for staff and applicants to 
understand.   
 

8. Adjourn  

The meeting adjourned at 6:25 p.m.  


